A trip to the Doctor 
Written by Ariane Sykes

For LaGender TG 101 Health and Wellness Series

Summary: George Gonzales is an introverted middle-age passable transman going for a (gulp) return gyn exam he has been afraid to deal with for well over a year. He leaves his fantasy land at home to enter an office where his prescence creates confusion and misinformation.  

SCENE 1 art studio at home
SCENE 2 the lobby
SCENE 3 exam room
scene 4 outside office/in lobby

   SCENE 1:  ART STUDIO IN MORNING. GEORGE GONZALES, transman in late 30’s, wide-eyed and wild-haired, is smiling and singing to himself, lost in imagination. He paints the walls of the warehouse in his backyard, which serves as his art studio of sorts. Reaches from bucket to bucket with brush and stands back every once in a while to observe the progress. 

   GEORGE: A little something here…boy this is relaxing. Quiet time. Man I sure don’t feel like goin’ today. Fell like just sitting here doin this instead. Stream here…skies here…I like the look of this part, especially…maybe I’ll draw a tree.

Eventually he is interrupted by his partner TINA, a somewhat brash impatient but loving woman. She is dressed for work. She knocks a couple of times on the entryway and walks in without waiting for an answer.

TINA: You still here?

GEORGE remains silent for a moment, reaching for the perfect excuse.

TINA: It’s ten o’clock already. You’ve been out here all morning.

GEORGE: Yeah, baby, because I need the quiet time to get myself together for this appointment because I have an idea of what it’s gonna be like.

TINA: I know you don’t want to go for your appointment, but…please. (puts her hand on his shoulder) You know what I’m gonna say. It’s been FIVE years.

GEORGE puts down the brush and wipes his face with his hand. He embraces TINA as an anxious look covers his face. Neither speaks for a moment. 

GEORGE: Baby, it’s difficult to find a place where people can understand my situation. And I don’t know how this doctor will treat me. 

TINA: Oh my god, George, it’ll be OK! If not, call me and I’ll yell at them: “He’s my fucking husband! Treat him like the god he is!”

GEORGE hesitates at this but eventually follows TINA back to the house, moving faster to catch up. He takes her by the arm.

GEORGE: OK, Tina, I’ll be ready in two minutes if you wait for me!

TINA: I’ll be waiting by the car. 


   SCENE 2: The GYN OFFICE LOBBY.

GEORGE comes in the door jovially, signs in at the desk, moves to a corner and sits. He alternates between reading a magazine and smiling at the RECEPTIONIST. Once she notices him smiling at her, she starts asking him questions.

RECEPT: Oh…I’m sorry, sir, are you waiting for a patient?

GEORGE looks back at the magazine and pretends to ignore her. She hesitates, slightly confused. A few moments later, she looks up again since he is one of a few patients in the lobby. 

RECEPT: Sir, who are you waiting for? I think she may be about ready to check out.

GEORGE: I’m not waiting for anyone, just myself, I’m here to see Dr. _Gibbs_ at 10:30.

RECEPT (suspiciously looks up and down the list) 10:30…wait—are you…George Gonzales?

GEORGE: Yeah, that’s me…

RECEPT: (pauses) OK, I think Dr. _Gibbs_ is ready for you actually. Come on back.

GEORGE puts down the magazine, slightly annoyed, and follows her inside.

SCENE 3: In the exam room. GEORGE sits on the bed and tries to relax. He looks around at everything, trying to find a thought that inspires him. After a few moments, the doctor opens the door and comes in, holding a checklist.

DOCTOR: “Hi, Mr. Gonzales.”…

GEORGE: “Hi, Doctor Gibbs. (they shake hands) 

DOCTOR: Now what can I do for you?

GEORGE: Dr Gibbs, I came here to see about a routine GYN exam. I was born as a female, and it’s been a long time, but I‘ve just got enough nerve to come down here. I know this is an unusual situation…

Extrememly confused look on doctor’s face when GEORGE explains. Immediately starts asking questions…

DOC: So wait, so you’re telling me you have female genitals. 

GEORGE: Yes, doctor. 

DOC: When are you planning on having the surgery?

GEORGE: Look, I know this is unusual but all I ask is for you to treat me no differently than any female-bodied person.

DOCTOR: Well I think that someone of your character would be better served in a location, someone who is used to dealing with people of your character. 

GEORGE: Doctor, I can’t understand why YOU can’t give me this exam…

DOCTOR: See, I look you and I see a male but I’m supposed to treat you as a female. I’m just not comfortable dealing with this. There is actually a specialist I know in the same building who takes all sorts of different people, men who dress like women, women who dress like men, all types of people. I’m going to give you this number…OK? The receptionist will see you back in the lobby…

GEORGE: I’m tired of going around in circles!!! I’m not happy with this, this has happened so many times! I’m going to go find my own doctor!

GEORGE just walks out of the office, not even waiting for Dr. Gibbs to return.

SCENE 4: GEORGE walks out of the building, TINA is there.

TINA: Well George, how did it go?

GEORGE: (disappointed) I’m back where I started, Tina, it’s the same old same old, why do they have to treat me this way?

TINA consoles him as they walk arm in arm and get in the car.

SCENE 5: BACK IN THE OFFICE

DR. GIBBS and RECEPTIONIST talk quietly in the lobby.

DR. GIBBS: Wow, he didn’t even wait. Oh well, better for me.

RECEPT: Hey was that a man or a woman?

DR GIBBS: Well he said he was a female but he looked like a male, so I really don’t know. 

RECEPT: What is up with all those people? Maybe they just need to go to church…

